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Major Achievements:

1.5aved Reservation through 3 consttutional amendments
2.8ecured Reservation in Lokpl

3.Lakhsof people adopted Buddhlsm on 04 th November, 2001

Major Issues :

1. Reservation in promotion and in private sector

2, Enact Reservation Act

4, Reservation in higher judiciary and armed forces

5. Ban recruitment on contract

6. Special recruitment drives to fill backlog posts

7. Free and Equal Education and land to the landless

8. Law for implementation of SCP and TSP

9, Caste certificates of one state made valid in all states
10. Increase in educational scholarships in line with price rise
11. All India Judicial Services to be implemented

4 Raised issue o reservation in igher fudiciary
5\Raise highest number of questions about SC/ST cause in Pariament
.Espoused the cause of 0B i higher education

We, a few affected feel that
reservation in promotion is a very important
issue but the real danger is the erosion of
government jobs which is being done under
the garb of Outsourcing, Contract System,
Disinvestment and FDI etc. It is indeed very
dangerous as it is going unnoticed by most.
There was a time when thousands of government jobs used to be advertised in the newspapers but now they are reduced
to a few. Central Electronics Limited, BEML, Salem Steel Plant like public sector undertakings have been privatized which
means the death of reservation. Recently 21 railway stations were privatized and one of the largest govt company, Air
India is on the verge of privatization without provision of reservations. The All India Confederation Of SC/ST Organization
raised the issue of reservation in private sector from the year 2002 onwards. Since then it has gained momentum and
became a national issue. The UPA government was pressurized to do something in this direction but due to weak mass
support on our side , it was scuttled. The contract system is not only killing the jobs in the government but also increasing
economic exploitation of workers. The privatization in education has excluded Dalits, Tribals, OBCs and Minorities.
Discrimination in academia has become the arder of the day, the painful demise of Rohit Vemula being case in point.Caste
abhorrence and atrocities have led to the birth of arganizations like Bhim Sena.

There are contradictions and without resolving them the struggle cannot be headed in the right direction. Do not
expect from the Dalit and Adivasi legislators who will fight for you because SCs/STs vote under the influence of political
parties. A Dalit Legislator can't get votes of Dalits on his own appeal . If a legislator tries to be vocal for the cause, he will
be side lined and others will replace . Baba Saheb Ambedkar was right in saying that political power is the master key .He
joined the Congress and did a lot despite the fact that Nehru Ji had master key . The way the Patels and Jaats struggled
for reservation without the help of politicians, sets an example for us and similarly we should not wait for political power.

Executives and Legislators cannot do away with reservation ,so the judiciary has been set to this task. The Issue
of reservation in promotion in UP ,MP and J&K has come up in the Supreme Court . So far there was uncertainty about
reservation in promotion but now supreme court is threatening reservation itself. It is suggesting applying the concept of
creamy layer in SC/ST akin to OBC reservation, by citing that a driver and a judge cannot be equal. The fact is that a judge
or driver if they belong to same caste are equal but lower caste judge cannot be equal to upper caste judges. How
Supreme Court,assuming the power of parliament ,has punished dalit judge Karanan who is in jail . A driver lives in
society, not on car steering and neither doesthe judge live in the files of courts.

The All India Confederation of SC/ST Organization ( Parisangh ) was founded in 1997 to oppose 5 anti-
reservation orders and due to it's struggle 3 constitutional amendments were made. It fought for reservation for OBC in
higher education. It's Bahujan Lokpal Bill led to the provision of reservation in Lokpal. The Parisangh defended
reservation in promotion case (Nagraj) in Supreme Court in the year 2006 by hiring a private lawyer through government
for a amount of 40 Lakhs. Dr. Udit Raj, Member of Parliament, succeeded in introducing the private member bill for
reservation in Private Sector in the Parliament, but due to lack of mass moment like in the case of Jaats and Patels, it has
not progressed further. The Parisangh is the only organization which takes up day to day problems of SC/ST employees in
the country. Lakhs of Dalits adopted Buddhism under it's banner on November 4, 2001. Is there any other organization in
the country which has fought for ideological and constitutional rights. There are organizations who garner support by
showing the enemy , but they never jump into battle field. We say that if there is any other better organization than us,
then support that otherwise rise above caste and ego and join the rally on 26th December'17 at Ramleela Ground New
Delhi at 11 AM. Remember the strength lies in numbers, having scattered meetings will not serve the purpase.

12, Reservation in Jammu and Kashmir by removing Article 370

By: Om Prakash Singhmar, Parmendra, Devi Singh Rana, N.D. Ram, Satya Narayan, Savita Kadiyan Panwar, Sanjay Raj (Delhi),
Sushil Kamal, Niraj Chak, Raj Kumar (U.P.), Sidharth Bhojane, Deepak Tabhane, Sanjay Kamble, Archana Bhoyar, Sunil Jode
(Maharashtra), S.P. Jaravata (Haryana), Tarsem Singh Gharu, Rohit Sonkar (Punjab), Vishram Meena, M.L. Rasu, Mukesh
Meena (Rajsthan), Vijay Raj Ahirwar, Heera Lal (Uttarakhand), Alekh Mallick, D.K. Behera (Odisha), Paramhans Prasad,
Narender Chaudhary, Vipin Toppo (M.P.), Ramubhai Vaghela, Utpal Kulkarni (Gujrat), S.Karuppaiah, P.N. Perumal (Tamilnaduy),
Raman Bala Krishanan (Kerala), Madhu Chandra, Rev Langhu Hillery A. (Manipur), K. Maheshwar Raj, Prakash Rathod
(Telangana), Ch. Das (A.P.), Harsh Meshram, Pradeep Sukhadeve (C.G.), P. Bala (W.B.), Madhusudan Kumar, Wilfrid Kerketta
(Jharkhand), R.K. Kalsotra (J&K), Madan Ram, Sheodhar Paswan (Bihar), J.Sreenivasulu (Karnataka), Sitaram Bansal, Nihal
Singh Nihalta (H.P), Pradeep Basfore (Assam)
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(Appeal to the Reeaders

You will be happy to know that the Voice of

Buddha will now be published both in Hindi and English
so that readers who cannot read in Hindi can make use
of the English edition. I appeal to the readers to send
their contribution through bank draft in favour of
“Justice Publication” at T-22, Atul Grove Road,
Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001. The contribution
amount can also be transferred in ‘Justice
Publication’ Punjab National Bank account no.
0636000102165381 branch Janpath, New Delhi
under intimation to use by email or telephone or by
letter. Sometimes, it might happen that don't receive
the Voice of Buddha. In that case kindly write to us and
also check up with the post office. As we are facing
financial crisis to run it, you all are requested to send the
contribution regularly.
Contribution :
Five Year : Rs 600/-
One Year : Rs. 150/-



http://www.aiparisangh.com
http://aiparisangh.com/office-
https://www.natio

Voice of Buddha
16 to 30 November, 2017

Stories of a Rajput queen

Harbans Mukhia

The Mewar royal
descendant Vishwajeet Singh's
recent differentiation, in a
newspaper article, between
history and fiction with regard
to the film Padmavati, came as
a refreshing surprise. I recount
here the historical facts and
the popular versions of the
story.

Sultan Alauddin
Khalji had earned a reputation
among contemporary and
modern historians for several
achievements: Successfully
thwarting Mongol invasions of
India, conquest of large
territories, strictly enforcing
low prices of commodities in
the markets for the common
people's daily purchases,
declared defiance of the
Shariat in matters of
governance etc, but not for
lustful pursuit of women. So
how does he get tied up with
Padmavati? Khalji defeated the
Rana of Chittor in 1303 and
died in 1316. No one by the
name of Padmini or Padmavati
existed then — or at any time
— in flesh and blood
resembling the story. She was
born in 1540, 224 years after
Khalji's death, in the pages of a
book of poetry by Malik
Muhammad Jayasi, resident of
Jayas in Awadh, a very long
way from Chittor. Jayasi was a
Sufi poet and followed the
poetic format where God is the
beloved and man is the lover
who overcomes hurdles to
unite with the beloved. Khalji

embodied the many hurdles.
There are just two historical
facts relevant to the story:
Khalji's attack on Chittor and
Rana Ratan Singh's defeat.

But then, besides
recorded and verifiable
historical facts, there is
another set of facts too,
culturally constructed and
embodied in popular memory,
told, retold and retold yet
again. Untrained to distinguish
historical facts from cultural
memory, these acquire the
status of history for common
people. Jawaharlal Nehru was
particularly sensitive to this
blurring in people's minds. As
memory does not follow the
norm of verifiability, it is
subject to quick
metamorphoses.

The Padmavati story,
like many others, has
undergone several mutations.
Ramya Sreenivasan has traced
the wide circulation and
mutation of the story from
North India and Rajasthan to
Bengal from the 16th to the
20th century in her
magnificent book, The Many
Lives of a Rajput Queen. To
begin with, in Jayasi's version
and its several Urdu and
Persian translations between
the 16th and 20th centuries,
Khalji was courting Padmini
with a view to marrying her. In
Rajasthan, during the same
period, the emphasis changed
to the defence of Rajput
honour which had come to be
invested in Padmini's body. It

was in Bengal in the 19th
century that Padmini acquired
the persona of a heroic queen
committing jauhar in order to
save her honour against a lusty
Muslim invader. Concealed in it
was a vicarious patriotic
resistance to colonial
dominance which also
characterised other literary
productions in the region such
as Bankim Chandra's
celebrated Anand Math.

It is this memory in
Rajasthan that has been
turned into a hard,
unambiguous historical fact
which brooks no disputation.
The inversion of a character
imagined by a Muslim poet into
the defender of Hindu honour
can pass quietly unnoticed.

This brings us to the
present-day political context.
While communal conflict is not
a late entry into the Indian
social and political scenario, for
it has often been used as a
form of electoral mobilisation,
what is new is its propagation
with the use of state power
almost as an inalienable
attribute. If the Congress
tactically flirted with the
communal card at times to
corner the minority vote and at
others to win the majority
support, as Indira Gandhi did in
Kashmir in 1983, for the Sangh
Parivar this lies at the very
heart of its ideology and is now
flaunted openly as Hindutva.

The Parivar has long
envisioned a consolidated
Hindu vote bank. M S

Golwalkar had sought to
accomplish this by restricting
the franchise to the Hindus
alone. That is also the target of
the present regime, by
implicitly disenfranchising the
largest minority, the Muslims —
to begin with, by making its
vote irrelevant to their electoral
strategy. Social acceptance of
this irrelevance is promoted by
a demonisation of Muslims,
past and present, in which
each individual, and by
extension, the community, is
projected as cruel, lusty, and
above all, an enemy of the
Hindus.

It is strategic for it to
create the image of the 80 plus
per cent Hindu community
under siege by the Muslims and
to create a long “history” to
back it up. If historical facts
point to a more mixed picture
of interaction, one where
Hindus and Muslims do not
stand in exclusive, opposing
camps, manufacture a dispute,
change the text books and let
MLAs and ministers have the
final word on what constitutes
true history. There is the
popular memory to be
mobilised as its authentic
version. It is notable that no
professional historian of the
Parivar, if there is one, has
come forward to engage in a
discussion of what the Parivar
claims is the wrong, left-liberal
history, whatever it means. No
serious book, or even an
article, has been written on this
theme so far. All we have are

loud screams on TV channels
and periodic declarations by
non-historians that all history
has so far been a single
distorted version; no one has
taken note of the fact that
there is not one but
innumerable “left-liberal” and
other versions of history and
that often “left-liberals” have
been sharply critical of one
another; nor has anyone
unearthed any new facts
hitherto ignored or proposed a
clear new nationalist version of
how history should be written.

There is much to be
gained by the Sangh Parivar
from this strategy. Whether
the BJP wins or loses the next
election, the social discourse
will remain fixated on the
Hindu-Muslim question, from
Akbar and Aurangzeb to Taj
Mahal and Padmavati, and the
questions of economy,
development, equality, Dalits,
caste oppression, cleavages
within communities etc will
remain on the sidelines — the
very colonial strategy of divide
andrule.

The writer taught
medieval history in JNU

http://indianexpress.
com/article/opinion/columns/
padmavati-alauddin-khalji-
rana-ratan-singh-chittor-
rajasthan-stories-of-a-rajput-
queen-4940877/
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‘Lower' Castes Original Producers of Knowledge,
'Upper' Castes Simply Accumulated Wealth: Kancha Ilaiah

Author, political
theorist and Dalit rights activist
Kancha Ilaiah Shepherd was
recently placed under house
arrest in Hyderabad and
prevented from attending a
rally in Vijaywada. The scholar
who is also Director for the
Center for the Study of Social
Exclusion and Inclusive Policy
at the Maulana Azad National
Urdu University was receiving
death threats even since the
Telugu translation of his book
Post-Hindu India was
published. In an exclusive
interview to CJP, Shepherd
tells us why we need to change
the way we look at the caste
system.

One cannot deny that
people belonging to certain
castes in India have historically
enjoyed greater privilege than
others. However, it is these
people who are the most
uncomfortable with even
talking about the caste system.
“Historically high-end
communities are the most
caste conscious people,” says
Kancha Ilaiah Shepherd matter
of factly. “However, they don't
like having a public discourse
on caste. The 'lower' castes
have always demanded such

discourse, so they can fight
against oppression and
bondage,” he explains.

Ilaiah questions the
concept of meritocracy as
proposed by the so called
'upper' castes. “The farmer
who uses his knowledge to
make land produce food, the
potter who uses his skills to
give shape to wet earth, the
craftsmen who forge metal...
how can you claim that they or
their descendants lack
knowledge or merit,” he asks.
“Merit is currently being
defined by caste and used as
an excuse to perpetuate
exclusion in institutes of
learning and subsequently in
the job market,” he says. “This
form of exclusion is not new.
For centuries Sanskrit that was
the language of higher learning
was only taught to Brahmins,
thereby preventing others
from gaining knowledge in
order to improve their socio-
economic standing,” he
explains.

Ilaiah proposes we
reorient our view of caste.
“Instead of the merit vs non-
merit dichotomy, we should
recognise the productive vs
non-productive dichotomy in

our caste system,” says Ilaiah.
“Historically it was the 'lower"
castes who produced
everything from food crops and
tools to metal-ware, clothes
and shoes. It was the artisans
and carpenters, the people
who engaged in cattle rearing
and tribals who harnessed
forest produce who have
always been the backbone of
the economy,” asserts Ilaiah.
“However, it was the upper
castes that accumulated
wealth because of their higher
social standing that gave them
power over the lives, labour
and resources of the lower
castes. This is how they
engaged in social smuggling,”
he says explaining the origin of
the contentious term that is the
cause of most threats to his life
today.

Tlaiah received flak
for using the term “social
smugglers” to describe the
Arya Vlysyas community. He not
only received death threats, he
was also dragged to court with
a Public Interest Litigation filed
demanding that his book be
banned. However, the
Supreme Court dismissed the
PIL. Ilaiah feels that there has
been an increase in the

clampdown on the intellectual
environment under the present
dispensation. “They are
against the very idea of
freedom of expression. What's
worse is that they act against
dissenters by labelling them as
anti-national. But isn't denying
the people who are responsible
for creating a bulk of the
nation's wealth their rights by
questioning their merit the real
anti-national agenda,” he asks.

But Ilaiah is more
interested in finding solutions
rather than pointing fingers.
“All these big corporates build
schools under their corporate
social responsibility initiatives.
But how many of these schools
are built in Dalit or tribal areas,”
he asks. Ilaiah believes we
need more schools in these
areas, especially to help these
children become comfortable
with English language as it acts
as a major stepping stone to
better career prospects and
gives them a more even
platform.

Ilaiah also makes an
impassioned appeal for
reservations for jobs in the
private sector. “Most people
look at reservations as
unnecessary hand-outs. But

had it not been for reservation,
I would not have acquired
higher education. Also, there
are cliques not just in institutes
of higher learning, but also in
the private sector job market.
These exclusive networks
ensure that only upper caste
people find jobs. Dalits,
adivasis and members of
backward castes find it difficult
because they don't have any
contacts,” he explains. “Look
at our media houses. When
was the last time you say a
Dalit or Adivasi anchor” he
asks. “One of the reasons that
there aren't enough stories
about lower castes is because
people from backward
communities are missing from
our newsrooms,” he asserts
making a case for a more
inclusive employment policy
that ensures that the talent
pool remains diverse and
everyone has an equal chance.

https://cjp.org.in/lo
wer-castes-original-
producers-of-knowledge-
upper-castes-simply-
accumulated-wealth-kancha-
ilaiah/
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